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CEO Message

Call 811 Before you Dig

At Hill County Electric,
safety is always our
top priority. That's
why we encourage
everyone to contact
811 before starting any
digging project so
underground utility
lines can be properly
located.

Craig Gates
General Manager/CEO

As the weather warms

up, many homeowners begin tackling outdoor

projects like planting trees, installing fences,
landscaping, or preparing gardens. No matter
how small the project may seem, always call
811 before you dig. Striking a buried utility line
can lead to power outages, loss of internet

or phone service, costly repairs, property
damage, and even serious injury.

The 811 service is a free nationwide program
designed to help prevent damage to
underground utilities. When you call, your
request is routed to a local one-call center
where operators gather information about
your project and notify utility companies to
mark buried lines in the area. To allow enough
time for utilities to respond, contact 811 at
least two business days before beginning
work.

July 2026

Before starting your project, wait until all
utility lines have been clearly marked.

Even after markings are in place, you are
responsible for hand digging within 18 inches
of the utility markings on the ground. Please
use caution when digging. Utility line depths
can vary depending on the type of utility,

soil conditions, erosion, and previous ground
disturbance, which can all affect the location
of buried lines over time.

Calling 811 is just as important in rural

areas as it is in town. Farmers and ranchers
often work around buried electric, natural
gas, communication, water, and pipeline
infrastructure. Ground movement, erosion,
and other agricultural activities can change
the depth and location of underground
facilities, making line locating especially
important before digging.

Even when precautions are taken, accidents
can still happen. If you nick, scrape, dent,

or expose a buried utility line, report it
immediately. Damage that may appear
minor can create serious problems later if left
unaddressed.

At Hill County Electric, the safety of our
members, employees, and communities
remains one of our highest priorities. Taking
a few minutes to call 811 before digging is a
simple step that helps protect everyone.
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Hill County Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Electrical Safety Tips

Stay Put: Always assume lines are live

If your equipment comes into contact with a power line, do not exit
the vehicle. Staying inside is the safest option, as the equipment
may be energized. Immediately call 911 and your electric utility for
assistance, and warn others to keep a safe distance. Only exit the
machinery if there's an immediate threat, such as a fire. In such
cases, jump clear of the equipment without touching it and the
ground simultaneously, landing with both feet together and shuffling
away without lifting your feet to minimize the risk of electric shock.

Look up and live \ v
Always be aware of overhead power lines when operating equipment like <
ladders, augers, or irrigation systems. Maintain a minimum clearance of “I'I'I"K
10 feet from power lines to prevent accidental contact. Use a spotter when AND \
moving tall equipment and carry long tools horizontally to reduce the risk LIVE

of touching overhead lines. Regularly survey your property to identify and
mark the locations of power lines, ensuring that everyone on the farm is
informed and vigilant.

Plan Ahead

Before moving large equipment, plan routes that avoid overhead
power lines. Consider the height of your machinery and the location
of power lines to prevent accidents. If necessary, consult with your
local electric utility to discuss safe travel paths or the possibility of
temporarily de-energizing lines during critical operations. Proper
planning helps ensure the safety of everyone on the farm and
prevents costly damage to equipment and infrastructure.
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SUMMER ENERGY-SAVINGS WORD SEARCH

When you save energy at home you're helping your
family save money and protect our environment.
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Read the energy-saving tips below, then find
and circle the bolded words in the puzzle.

=== Close blinds and curtains =X Cooking with smaller

% on hot, sunny days to block —— 4 appliances like slow cookers

= additional heat from entering and toaster ovens use less

=== your home. w=my” cnergy than larger appliances.
ON . . Unplug phone chargers
| umn off lights and electronics x when they're not in use - they
M| like TVs and stereos, when you <2 consume enerav even when
B ] leave the room. QL. energy ;
OFF they aren't charging devices.

)
ﬂ

Only clean full loads of dishes o Turn off the water while you
when running the dishwasher. |||’Il brush your teeth.
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Hill County Electric Cooperative, Inc.

Swap and Shop

Welcome to our Swap and Shop! Feel free to post and find classifieds from other members! Ads
submitted online are usually added within 2 to 3 business days.

Due to print deadlines and space available, some ads may appear in the next month's magazine.

*Denotes photo available on website

21BC Containers

Straight, not damaged, not clean.
Can deliver locally. $125 each. (406)
390-3522.

Farm Equipment

Grain trucks, versatile tractors, grain
vac, sprayers, tanks, etc. Call (406)
781-3456 for more info or to make
appointment to see what there is.

2014 Saber 5th Wheel Trailer
Sleeps 10, 4 Slide outs, Outdoor
Kitchen, Went through Western
Trailer shop this winter, $25000.
(406) 399-0488.

ISOIHC Cub Cadets & Low-Boys
Running or not. Also any
attachments. (406) 262-3969.

1997 Chevy 350 Engine
Complete, $1,500. (406) 547-2184.

Picture Window

Old wooden frame picture window.
82"x42" for 2x4 walls. Free. (406) 395-
4531.

German Shepard Puppies
Black, born early March. (406) 326-
2287.

Missing: B.M. BOWER books
Taken from Big Sandy Cultural
Center. Please return them. $100
reward.

2011 CASE IH }STEIGER)*

450 HD 3822/2568 HRS, power
shift, Pro 700, 372 receiver, 57 gpm
hydraulic pump, 800/70R38 tires.
$172,000. (406) 899-2202.

Deluxe Auger Drill and Cart*

2018 CASE IH Precision Disk 500,
60’, 10", single shoot, intelligent ag
2012 CASE IH Precision Air 4430,
tow between three tank cart with
new stainless steel double shoot
manifold & new tires. $134,500.
(406) 899-2202.

2013 CASE PATRIOT 4430*
5630 HRS, 120 ft boom, 1200 gal.
$67,000. (406) 899-2202.

Counter height table and four
chairs

Sold as a set, butterfly leaf. Table
54Lx36wx36h. Good solid set.
(406) 868-2471.

ISO Used 4-wheeler
250-300cc, with rack to mount
sprayer, 4-wheel drive not
necessary. (406) 899-9279.

Anatolian Shepherd Karakachan
Livestock Guardian Puppies*
Working lines. Males and females.
Located in Columbus.

(406) 290-3127

Side & front windows from a 1979 8ft
topper

Windows slide. Make an offer.

(406) 390-4493

Wanted: Hunting lease for elk and
deer

Personal use, not a outfitter. Prefer
annual lease but will consider
options for shorter duration. (406)
932-5296.

New Aluminum Stall Horse Door +
Hardware Kit System

Five horse door hardware kits with
everything you need. $2000 OBO.
(406) 932-4391.

BOSCH 3-1/4" Planer Kit*
Barely used $75. (406) 750-7894.

Two Horse Buggy Parts
Free. (406) 439-5456.

2022 Chevy G3500 Passenger Bus
Comes with a chair lift, seats 14, or 12
with 2 wheel chairs. $20,000. (406)
932-5455.

Whole & Half Pork

Processing dates of July, August,
and September 2026. Raised in
Havre, MT processed at the Pay-N-
Save in Saco. (406) 230-2281.

Free Dogs
1English bulldog and 2 tea cup
yorkies. (854) 737-3737.

Hundreds of free books and records
Big Sandy Cultural Center. 79200
U.S. Highway 87, Big Sandy. (406)
378-2514.

FlexCoil 2320 45’ Airdrill
12" single shoot. Lots of new parts.
(406) 390-3185.

Professional Chicken Cages
Accommodates 550 Hens. $800
each. (406) 945-2027.

1year old Border Collie

Started on sheep, too much energy.
No fear. Will be great on cows. Has
had 2 weeks professional training.
Great with children and other dogs.
$950. (406) 374-2406.

2015 Polaris 1000XP

3,945 miles, 468 hrs. Handle bar &
hand warmer, hard case lockable
front rack, winch, 3/4 tread left, rear
receiver, medium size trunk. $7200.
(406) 390-4077.

1993 safari Motorhome

3430 Cummins, 8.3 turbo-
charged, intercooled. Allison World
transmission with 6 speed and

2 overdrive gears. 98,600 miles.
$15,000. (406) 547-2184.

1993 Ford Explorer
Needs transmission, runs good,
$400. (406) 547-2184.

Targhee Registered Rams

Over 75+ years of genetics. Great
longevity and will do their best for
you and your flock! (406) 799-2379.

Swap & Shop is a classified advertising section of the Triangle Communications and Hill County Electric websites and newsletters. It is
maintained as a service to customers and communities wanting to buy, sell and announce non-commercial items. To have an ad included,
simply enter all the pertinent information on the online form. An administrator will review the information within two business days and if
approved, the ad will then appear. It will stay online for one year unless you notify us to remove or change it. It will also appear in any of the
newsletters printed during that one year window. Triangle reserves the right to abbreviate ads and if the section is full, we will display ads on
a first come, first-served basis. If you're unable to enter your ad online you may mail or e-mail it to us using the contact info inside the front
cover of this magazine. Happy swapping and shopping.
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