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We remain committed to supporting our communities 
and investing in the next generation. One way we do 
that is through our annual Opportunity in Trades Day, 
which continues to grow each year.

This year, we welcomed over 200 students from 
nine area high schools to our facilities at Hill County 
Electric and Triangle Communications. The event is 
designed to give students a closer look at careers in 
the skilled trades and introduce them to opportunities 
that exist right here in our state.

Students were able to explore a wide range of career 
paths, including IT, security, mapping, engineering, 
locating, construction, telephone and internet 
technicians, electricians, linemen, plumbing, diesel 
technology, and welding. Throughout the day, they 
also had the opportunity to connect with companies 
actively hiring in these fields.

The event was structured to give students both 
exposure and hands-on experience. Opportunity 
in Trades Day continues to highlight an important 
message: there are many rewarding career paths 
beyond a traditional four-year degree. The trades 
offer hands-on work, strong wages, and the 
opportunity to learn while earning.

We are proud to provide this opportunity to students 
across our area and look forward to continuing this 
event for years to come.

Always remember to stay safe.

Our Annual Meeting is 
Tuesday, May 12th. I want 
to share that despite 
ongoing pressures in 
the power generation 
sector, Hill County 
Electric remains strong 
and financially healthy. 
We are actively moving 
forward with an ambitious 
slate of projects planned 
for 2026.

Our employees once again demonstrated why they 
are the best in the industry. Their dedication and 
high level of professionalism continue to set us apart 
and make Hill County Electric a truly exceptional 
cooperative.

I also want to recognize the outstanding leadership 
of our Board of Trustees. They have provided clear, 
concise direction and have guided the cooperative 
with vision and excellence.  Finally, I want to extend a 
special thank you to Leslie Smith for her many years 
of dedicated service to Hill County Electric.

Please join us for our Annual Meeting on Tuesday, 
May 12th. Doors will open at 11:00 AM, with lunch 
served at 12:00 PM, followed shortly by the business 
meeting.  I look forward to seeing you there!

Annual Meeting & 4th Annual Opportunity in Trades Day

Craig Gates
General Manager/CEO

CEO Message



6  •  Hill County Electric  •  hcelectric.com

H
il

l 
C

ou
n

ty
 E

le
ct

ri
c 

C
oo

p
er

at
iv

e,
 I

n
c.

              

ANNUAL MEETING 

LUCK OF THE DRAW SCHOLARSHIPS
NEW: STUDENTS  PARENT/GUARDIAN MUST BE IN ATTENDANCE TO WIN

7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7 7

Show Up, Sign Up, Win Big!
              

LUCK OF THE DRAW SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT$500$500
CONGRATULATIONS!

Payable upon submission of fall semester grade report via hcelectric.com

7 7 7 7 7 7
              

LUCK OF THE DRAW SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

$300$300
CONGRATULATIONS!

Payable upon submission of fall semester grade report via hcelectric.com

7 7 7 7 7 7               

LUCK OF THE DRAW SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT$200$200
CONGRATULATIONS!

Payable upon submission of fall semester grade report via hcelectric.com

7 7 7 7 7 7
              

LUCK OF THE DRAW SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

$100$100
CONGRATULATIONS!

Payable upon submission of fall semester grade report via hcelectric.com

7 7 7 7 7 7

              

LUCK OF THE DRAW SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

$100$100
CONGRATULATIONS!

Payable upon submission of fall semester grade report via hcelectric.com

7 7 7 7 7 7

NEW 
EXPANDED 

ELIGIBILITY!

Must be a high school senior or college undergraduate student to be eligible.

              

LUCK OF THE DRAW SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT$500$500
CONGRATULATIONS!

Payable upon submission of fall semester grade report via hcelectric.com

7 7 7 7 7 7

OR

May 12th, 2026
Doors open at 11:30 AM
Lunch at 12:00 PM
Meeting at 1:00 PM

HILL COUNTY ELECTRIC’S 81st 
ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS

NON-TRADITIONAL 
SCHOLARSHIP

It’s NEVER too late to learn, grow and go further!

Supporting adult learners on the path to new possibilities

Up to two $1,000 scholarships awarded!
Apply by July 1st
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Opportunities in 
Trades 

Day
Hill 

County Electric 
recently hosted its 4th 
Annual Opportunity in 

Trades Day, welcoming 
over 200 students from 9 

area high schools for hands-
on learning in the skilled 

trades. Students explored 
careers through activities 

like welding, wiring, 
and equipment 

diagnostics.

We recently teamed up with local high schools to attend four basketball games 
featuring our member schools. Our employees had the opportunity to connect with 

over 900 members and their families, answering questions, sharing information, and 
most importantly, expressing our gratitude for their trust in HCE. 

These events are a great way for us to meet the people we serve, hear your thoughts, 
and show our appreciation for your support.

Check out some of our lucky stadium chair winners below!

CONNECTING WITH OUR 
COMMUNITIES COURTSIDE
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Swap and Shop
Welcome to our Swap and Shop! Feel free to post and find classifieds from other members! Ads 
submitted online are usually added within 2 to 3 business days. 
Due to print deadlines and space available, some ads may appear in the next month's magazine. 
*Denotes photo available on website 

ISO IHC Cub Cadets & Low-Boys
Running or not. Also any 
attachments. (406) 262-3969. 

1997 Chevy 350 Engine
Complete, $1,500. (406) 547-2184.

Picture Window
Old wooden frame picture window. 
82"x42" for 2x4 walls. Free. (406) 395-
4531. 

German Shepard Puppies
Black, born early March. (406) 326-
2287. 

Missing: B.M. BOWER books
Taken from Big Sandy Cultural 
Center. Please return them. $100 
reward. 

2011 CASE IH (STEIGER)*
450 HD 3822/2568 HRS, power 
shift, Pro 700, 372 receiver, 57 gpm 
hydraulic pump, 800/70R38 tires.  
$172,000. (406) 899-2202.

Deluxe Auger Drill and Cart*
2018 CASE IH Precision Disk 500, 
60’, 10”, single shoot, intelligent ag 
2012 CASE IH Precision Air 4430, 
tow between three tank cart with 
new stainless steel double shoot 
manifold & new tires. $134,500. 
(406) 899-2202.

2013 CASE PATRIOT 4430*
5630 HRS, 120 ft boom, 1200 gal. 
$67,000. (406) 899-2202.

2013 Frontier Grain Trailer
47 ft long, 96” W x 66” H. Like new, 
stored inside. $35,000. 
(406) 262-4466.

Counter height table and four 
chairs
Sold as a set, butterfly leaf. Table 
54Lx36wx36h. Good solid set. 
(406) 868-2471.

2013 Kawasaki Mule 4010 4x4*
New enclosure, new battery in 2024, 
new plow 2024, new tires and rims, 
4-seater, power steering, blinkers, 
cab enclosure in 2024, winch with 
remote control. Please use text or 
email. Would be good for farm and 
ranch use. $6,700. clips3@yahoo.
com (406) 390-3780.

ISO Used 4-wheeler
250-300cc, with rack to mount 
sprayer, 4-wheel drive not 
necessary. (406) 899-9279.

Anatolian Shepherd Karakachan 
Livestock Guardian Puppies*
Working lines. Males and females. 
Located in Columbus. 
(406) 290-3127

Side & front windows from a 1979 8ft 
topper
Windows slide. Make an offer. 
(406) 390-4493

Wanted: Hunting lease for elk and 
deer
Personal use, not a outfitter. Prefer 
annual lease but will consider 
options for shorter duration. (406) 
932-5296. 

New Aluminum Stall Horse Door + 
Hardware Kit System 
Five horse door hardware kits with 
everything you need.  $2000 OBO. 
(406) 932-4391. 

BOSCH 3-1/4” Planer Kit*
Barely used $75. (406) 750-7894. 

Two Horse Buggy Parts
Free. (406) 439-5456. 

2022 Chevy G3500 Passenger Bus
Comes with a chair lift, seats 14, or 12 
with 2 wheel chairs. $20,000. (406) 
932-5455. 

Whole & Half Pork 

Processing dates of July, August, 
and September 2026. Raised in 
Havre, MT processed at the Pay-N- 
Save in Saco. (406) 230-2281. 

Free Dogs
1 English bulldog and 2 tea cup 
yorkies. (854) 737-3737. 

Hundreds of free books and records
Big Sandy Cultural Center. 79200 
U.S. Highway 87, Big Sandy. (406) 
378-2514.  

FlexCoil 2320 45’ Airdrill 
12” single shoot.  Lots of new parts. 
(406) 390-3185. 

Professional Chicken Cages
Accommodates 550 Hens. $800 
each. (406) 945-2027. 

1 year old Border Collie 
Started on sheep, too much energy.  
No fear.  Will be great on cows.  Has 
had 2 weeks professional training.  
Great with children and other dogs.  
$950. (406) 374-2406. 

2015 Polaris 1000XP 
3,945 miles, 468 hrs.  Handle bar & 
hand warmer, hard case lockable 
front rack, winch, 3/4 tread left, rear 
receiver, medium size trunk. $7200. 
(406) 390-4077. 

1993 Safari Motorhome For Sale 
3430 Cummins, 8.3 turbo-
charged, intercooled.  Allison World 
transmission with 6 speed and 
2 overdrive gears.  98,600 miles. 
$15,000.  (406) 547-2184. 

1993 Ford Explorer
Needs transmission, runs good, 
$400. (406) 547-2184.

Targhee Registered Rams
Over 75+ years of genetics. Great 
longevity and will do their best for 
you and your flock! (406) 799-2379.

Swap & Shop is a classified advertising section of the Triangle Communications and Hill County Electric websites and newsletters. It is 
maintained as a service to customers and communities wanting to buy, sell and announce non-commercial items. To have an ad included, 
simply enter all the pertinent information on the online form. An administrator will review the information within two business days and if 
approved, the ad will then appear. It will stay online for 60 days unless you notify us to remove or change it. It will also appear in any of the 
newsletters printed during that 60 day window. Triangle reserves the right to abbreviate ads and if the section is full, we will display ads on a 
first come, first-served basis. If you’re unable to enter your ad online you may mail or e-mail it to us using the contact info inside the front cover 
of this magazine. Happy swapping and shopping.


