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You might be wondering 
why we’re talking about 
farm safety around pow-
er lines in November. 
Unfortunately, in 2025, 
several farm implements 
struck power lines and 
poles. One cooperative 
west of Hill County even 
experienced a tragic fa-
tality during the recent 
harvest season.

While winter offers more time for planning, we en-
courage you to reflect on safety and how critical it 
is in our day-to-day work. As farming equipment 
continues to grow in size and capability, it brings 
increased responsibility. New equipment may be 
taller or longer for improved efficiency - but the 
height of the power lines hasn’t changed, nor have 
the locations of the power poles in your fields.

It’s easy to forget that a turn you made safely last 
year might now be too tight. Without realizing it, you 
could clip a pole or snag a wire when entering or 
exiting a field. These are real and avoidable risks.

Modern farming depends on powerful machinery 
and advanced technologies like GPS and auto-steer-
ing. While these tools improve efficiency, they are 
not foolproof. Aerial maps may not accurately show 
overhead power lines, and automation can miss 
obstacles. That’s why it’s crucial for operators to re-
main alert and ready to take control at any moment.

At Hill County Electric, safety is always our top priori-
ty. We urge all farmers and ranchers to stay aware of 
electrical hazards. Even a split second of inattention 
can result in serious injury or damage.

Please keep these electrical safety tips in mind:

•	 Use a spotter when operating large equipment 
near power lines.

•	 Maintain at least 10 feet of clearance from power 
lines in all directions.

•	 Always look up and use caution when raising 
augers or grain truck beds.

•	 Position augers horizontally before moving 
them.

•	 Never attempt to move or raise a power line on 
your own.

If Contact Occurs

If your equipment comes into contact with a power 
line, stay inside the cab and call 911. Only exit if 
there is an immediate threat, such as fire. If you 
must exit, jump clear with both feet together and 
hop away (yes hop) never touch the wire, equip-
ment and the ground at the same time.

We were fortunate this year in Hill County to avoid a 
fatality from a farm-related electrical incident. Let’s 
work together to keep it that way.

Stay alert, plan ahead, and don’t hesitate to contact 
Hill County Electric with any questions or concerns. 
Your safety - and the safety of your operation - de-
pends on it.

CEO Message
Farm Safety: Staying Alert Around Power Lines
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WIN A TRIP TO 
WASHINGTON DC!

Tour Dates: June 13-20, 2026

Apply By December 1, 2025

Visit hcelectric.com/youthtour to apply!

If you’re a current high school sophomore or junior and a 
dependent of a Hill County Electric member, you could be one of 

two students selected this year to win an all-expenses-paid trip to 
Washington, D.C.!

Each summer, Hill County Electric joins other Montana electric 
cooperatives to send outstanding students to our nation’s capital 

as part of the National Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s 
(NRECA) Youth Tour program. More than 1,500 students from across 

the country take part each year.



hcelectric.com  •  Hill County Electric  •  7

H
ill C

ou
n

ty E
lectric C

oop
erative, In

c.



8  •  Hill County Electric  •  hcelectric.com

H
il

l 
C

ou
n

ty
 E

le
ct

ri
c 

C
oo

p
er

at
iv

e,
 I

n
c.

Swap and Shop
Welcome to our Swap and Shop! Feel free to post and find classifieds from other members! 

Visit www.hcelectric.com/swap-and-shop to view all listings or to submit/remove your own.

*Denotes photo available on website 

Free Dogs
1 English bulldog and 2 tea cup 
yorkies. Call 854-737-3737. 

Hundreds of free books and records
Big Sandy Cultural Center. 79200 
U.S. Highway 87, Big Sandy. Call 406-
378-2514. 

1987 936 Versatile
10,000 hour engine, hydraulics, 
injector pump reworked. Make offer. 
406-390-3185.

FlexCoil Sprayer
67CL 120 FT, 1,500 gallon tank, wind 
screens, 50 gallon rinse tank and 
lots of new parts. Make offer. 406-
390-3185.

FlexCoil 2320 45’ Airdrill
12” single shoot.  Lots of new parts. 
Make offer. 406-390-3185.

2018 Westfield 10’ by 63’
Like new. Make offer. 406-390-3185.

Red Melroe 42’ Cultivator
Good shape. Make offer. 406-390-
3185.

Professional Chicken Cages
Accommodates 550 Hens. $800 
each. Call 406-945-2027.

Two Brandt 835 Augers
New condition w/electric motors. 
$6,000 each. Call 406-945-2027.

1 year old Border Collie
Started on sheep, too much energy.  
No fear.  Will be great on cows.  Has 
had 2 weeks professional training.  
Great with children and other dogs.  
Neutered, UTD on shots. $950.  Near 
Moore. Call 406-374-2406.

2015 Polaris 1000XP
3,945 miles, 468 hrs.  Handle bar & 
hand warmer, hard case lockable 
front rack, winch, 3/4 tread left, rear 
receiver, medium size trunk. $7200. 
Call 406-390-4077.

Two tickets to National Finals 
Rodeo
Las Vegas December 4, 5, and 6. 
Balcony Sec 226, row H, seats 15 and 
16(aisle). $150/ticket Call 406-759-
5894.

1993 Safari Motorhome
3430 Cummins, 8.3 turbo-
charged, intercooled.  Allison World 
transmission with 6 speed and 2 
overdrive gears.  Well-kept records, 
98,600 miles. Asking $15,000.  Call 
406.547.2184.

1993 Ford Explorer
Needs transmission, runs good, 
$400. Call 406.547.2184.

1996 Suburban
Needs motor, $400. Call 
406.547.2184.

Targhee Registered Rams
Over 75+ years of genetics. 
Great longevity and will do their 
best for you and your flock! Call 
406.799.2379.

Small Square Wheat Straw Bales
30lb average - $3 each. Located in 
Havre. Call (406) 230-2281. 

Cajun electric smoker
With timer, thermostat, burns 
pellets.  Asking $75, call 
406.547.2184. 

Mini Washing Machine For Sale
Capacity 1KA, B-Quick 
Bubbleator, portable, great for 
RV's or apartments. $35.00.  Call 
406.547.2184. 

Water Tank*
Estimated 350-500 Gallons. Call  
(717) 994-5076. 

Diamond Laser 3000 Glass 
Bandsaw*
Asking $220. Call 406-547-2437.

Round bale wool sacker gas motor
$375 OBO. Call 406-326-2287. 

ISO Model T Car Body for Model T 
Frame
Call 406.945.2027.

Craftsman 28" Snowblower
Electric start, 2 stage snowblower 
with tire chains. Only used twice. 
Asking $500.OBO 406-395-4581.

1976 GMC 4wheel drive
4 speed manual 350 V8, Very nice 
condition, new GM engine and all 
new interior, no rust P.S P.B. nice 
paint. runs great, long box. Call 
(406) 374-2458.

WANTED: Clamp bumper hitch.
(VO type) with or without ball. For 
Shriner parade vehicle. Call (406) 
390-3522.

Powder River Cattle Squeeze Chute
Call 808.391.0766 for more 
information.

Professional AG Lane Chicken 
Cages
Asking $800 call 406.945.2027 with 
questions. 

Flexi-Coil Sprayer
65XL Sprayer 130 ft booms, 1,000 
gallon tanks, wind screens.  $750 or 
best offer, call 406.262.3969.

Sooner Aluminum 20 ft. Stock 
Trailer Gooseneck
Asking $9,500.00 Call 406.326.2287.

Barrett Cattle Trailer
50 ft. $10,000. Call 406.301.4035.

Love Seat and Couch
Flower print, solid wood, make 
an offer and you haul. Call 
406.932.4591.

12' Foot Dump Trailer with Split 
Seasoned Ash
12' dump trailer of split seasoned 
ash, $350.00. Delivered, not stacked.  
Call 406.561.6315.

Swap & Shop is a classified advertising section of the Hill County Electric and Triangle Communications websites and newsletters. It is 
maintained as a service to members wanting to buy, sell and announce non-commercial items. To have an ad included, simply enter all the 
pertinent information on the online form. An administrator will review the information and if approved, the ad will be published. It will stay 
online for 1 year unless you notify us to remove or change it. Ads will also appear in our newsletters (space permitting). Due to print deadlines 
and space available, some ads may appear in the next month's issue. We reserve the right to abbreviate ads.
Happy swapping and shopping!


